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50 Years in pursuit of academic excellence



The Deptartment of Biotechnology
was established in 1994, jointly sponsored by the
DBT (Ministry of Science & Technology, Govt. of
India) and the University of Calicut with the first
batch of M.Sc. Biotechnology admitted in 1995.
Admission to the course is through a National Level
Entrance Examination (CEEB) conducted by
Jawaharlal University (New Delhi) every year.
Student intake is limited to 12 seats with marginal
increase upto 15. Notably, all students of this DBT
funded National P.G. programme obtain a monthy
studentship (presently Rs. 5000) with periodical
enhancement. The department also offers M.Phil.
and Doctoral level research programmes in the
thrust areas of Molecular Cell Biology, Recombinant
DNA Technology, Anticancer Agents and
Oncobiology, Immunology, Enzymology, Bioprocess
Technology, Biowaste Management, Biofuels,
Medical, Environmental and Plant Biotechnology.

The unique highlight of the Two-Day
Programme is that All Young Scientists invited as
key speakers have been drawn from the rich pool of
academically brilliant M.Sc. Biotechnology Alumni of
the Department of Biotechnology, Calicut University
Campus. All of these bright trail blazers have had
their training at the doctoral and post-doctoral levels
at some of the best premium institutes in the
country and abroad. In addition to the key lectures
covering the basic and applied areas of Biological
Sciences, an interactive brainstorming session of the
young scientists with the P.G. / Research students
has also been planned as an update on frontier areas
and future prospectives, including entrepreneurship
and employment generation.

Dr. Sohail Akhtar
Senior Scientist, Central Drug Research
Institute (CSIR) Lucknow.
Ph.D. CDRI (JNU); Post Doctoral Research,
University of Wisconsin, Madison, (USA)
Topic : Enhancing functional repertoire of RNA
Polymerase II in eukaryotic transcription

Dr. Manju Y.D.
Senior scientist, Central Drug Research
Institute (CSIR) – Lucknow.
Ph.D. RGCB (Kerala) ; Post Doctoral Research,
University of Wisconsin, Madison, (USA)
Topic : Unravelling the secret lives of the TB
bacterium : a molecular microbiology approach

Dr. Viswanadham Dupattla
Chief Operating Officer, MNR Goup of
Institutions , Hyderabad.
Ph.D. IISc, Bangalore : Post Doctoral Research –
DADD fellow , Marie Curie Industrial Network
Program at Biozentrum, University of Wurzburg,
Germany ; University of Dundee (UK)
Topic : Genetic engineering and Chemical
modification approaches for creating IL-4
Antagonist for Asthma therapy

Dr. Ramakrishna Kancha
Asst. Prof. Plant Biotech Division, Osmania
Univ. Hyderabad.
Ph.D. Technical University of Munich
(Germany), Post Doctoral Research at Technical
University of Munich (Germany) ; Albert-
Ludwigs-Universität (Germany) ; BioMed X
Innovation Center (Germany)
Topic: Recent advances in personalized
medicine : Targeted cancer therapeutics and
drug resistance

Dr.  Naorem Aruna Devi
Asst. Prof.  Dept of Genetics, Univ. of Delhi 

(South campus) New Delhi.
Ph.D. IISc, Bangalore
Topic : Role of PinA, a peptidyl prolyl cis / trans
isomerase, in Dictyostelium discoideum

Dr. Sudhir Singh
Scientific Officer ‘F’, Nuclear Agriculture &
Biotechnology Division (NABTD), Bhabha
Atomic Research Centre (BARC), Mumbai
Ph.D. Mumbai University : Visiting Scientist,
Advanced Radiation Technology Institute
(ARTI), Korea Atomic Energy Research
Institute (KAERI), South Korea
Topic : Development of Transgenic Plants with
a Bacterial Hydroperoxide Reductase for
Improved Abiotic Stress Tolerance

Dr. Jata Shankar
Asst. Prof. Jaypee Institute of Biotechnology
and Bioinformatics , Himachal Pradesh.
Ph.D. IGIB, New Delhi, Post Doctoral Research,
Stanford University California, USA
Topic : Genomics of filamentous and non-
filamentous fungi; A biotechnological
perspective

About the Department Key Speakers
Alumni of Biotech. Dept. UOC.
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YOUNG SCIENTISTS MEET 2018 

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE 

 

Day 1 -  Feb 22, 2018 

Venue :  Aryabhatta Hall  

 

Inaugural Ceremony   10.30 am 

1.  Prayer : 
2.  Welcome address & Introduction : Head & Coordinator Dept. of Biotechnology – Prof. (Dr.) P. R. Manish Kumar 

3. Inaugural address                             :  Hon’ble Vice Chancellor - Dr. K. Muhammed Basheer 

4. Brief remarks                                     : Young Scientists 

1. Dr. Sohail Akhtar 

2. Dr. Manju Y.D. 

3. Dr. Viswanadham Dupattla 

4. Dr. Ramakrishna Kancha 

5. Dr. Naorem Aruna  Devi 

6. Dr. Sudhir Singh 

7. Dr. Jata Shankar 

5. Felicitation                                          : Prof. (Dr.) K. V. Mohanan 

6. Vote of thanks                                    : Prof. (Dr.) K. K. Elyas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                             (PTO)  

 



 

 

Scientific Sessions    11.00 am – 4.00 pm 

11.00 – 11.10 pm  : Tea Break 

11.10  – 11.55 am   : Dr. Ramakrishna Kancha ( Topic- Recent advances in personalized medicine :                   

Targeted cancer therapeutics and drug resistance )  

11.55 – 12.10 pm    : Interaction 
 
12.10  – 12.55 pm  : Dr. Viswanadham Dupattla ( Genetic engineering and Chemical modification 

approaches for creating IL-4 Antagonist for Asthma therapy ) 
12.55 –  1.10 pm     : Interaction 
 

1.10 – 2.00  pm : Lunch Break 
 

2.00– 2.45 pm        : Dr. Manju Y.D. ( Unravelling the secret  lives of the TB bacterium : a molecular   
microbiology approach ) 

2.45 – 3.00 pm       : Interaction 
 
3.00 – 3.45 pm       : Dr. Naorem Aruna Devi ( Role of PinA, a peptidal prolyl cis/ trans isomerase, in 

Dictyostelium discoideum ) 
3.45 – 4.00 pm       : Interaction  
 
  4.00 pm : Tea 

 
 

Day 2 -  Feb 23, 2018 

10.00  – 10.45 am  : Dr. Jata Shankar ( Genomics of filamentous and non-filamentous fungi; A 
biotechnological perspective ) 

10.45 – 11.00 am   :  Interaction 
 

11.00 – 11.10 am  : Tea Break 
 

11.10 – 11.55 am   : Dr. Sohail Akhtar ( Enhancing functional repertoire of RNA Polymerase II in 
eukaryotic transcription ) 

 11.55 – 12.10 pm  : Interaction 
 

12.10 – 12.55 pm  : Dr. Sudhir Singh ( Development of Transgenic Plants with a Bacterial Hydroperoxide 
Reductase for Improved Abiotic Stress Tolerance ) 

 12.55 – 1.10 pm    : Interaction 
 
   1.10 – 2.00 pm  : Lunch Break 
  
 2.00 – 4.00 pm    : Brainstorming Session – Frontier Areas / Cutting Edge Technologies  

  Future Prospectives, Entrepreneurship / start-up ventures and      
Employment Generation. 

4.00 pm   : Valedictory Session.   




